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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1 -1 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as anticipated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Shimoda et al. (USP 6,980,886). 

Regarding claim 1, Shimoda et al. disclose a method, comprising: 

• Receiving, from a customer via a vending machine (see Figure 1 ), a selection (4) 
of a product available for dispensing, thereby defining a first product; 

• determining a set of entitlement options (27); 

• outputting a presentation (15h) which indicates the set of entitlement options, in 
which the presentation is output employing a game theme; 
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• selecting (1 5g) at least one of the set of entitlement options, thereby defining at 
least one selected entitlement; and 

• providing the at least one selected entitlement (1 6). 

Regarding claim 2, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 . However, they 
do not disclose a method in which outputting a presentation employing a game theme 
comprises at least one of: 

• displaying an animated wheel which spins and which indicates one of a plurality 
of benefits; 

• displaying a plurality of objects which each selectively conceal an indication of a 
benefit; and 

• displaying a plurality of spinning reels which each bear symbols representative of 
benefits. 

Yet, such a modification requires only a change of a known material for displaying 
information. Therefore, such a modification would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill because the selection of a known material based upon its suitability for the 
intended use is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re Leshin . 227 F.2d 
197, 125 USPQ 416 (CCPA 1960). 

Regarding claim 3, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
selecting at least one of the set of entitlement options comprises: 

• receiving, from a customer via a vending machine, a selection of at least one of 
the set of entitlement options (27), thereby defining the at least one selected 
entitlement. 
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Regarding claim 4, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1, in which 
selecting at least one of the set of entitlement options comprises: 

• selecting at least one of the set of entitlement options (27) based at least in part 
on an input received from a customer. 

Regarding claim 5, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
selecting at least one of the set of entitlement options comprises: 

• selecting at least one of the set of entitlement options without regard to any input 
that is received from a customer after receiving, from the customer, the selection 
of the product available for dispensing. 

Regarding claim 6, Shimoda et al. disclose 6. The method of claim 1 , in which 
determining a set of entitlement options comprises: 

• determining a set of entitlement options based on the first product (see column 7 
lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 7, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
determining a set of entitlement options comprises: 

• determining a set of entitlement options based on profit inventory management 
data. 

Regarding claim 8, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

• vending the first product. 

Regarding claim 9, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which the at 
least one selected entitlement comprises at least one of: 
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• a particular product (16) to be provided in addition to the first product; and 

• an inventory group from which at least one component product is selected (see 
Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 1 0, Shimoda et al. disclose The method of claim 1 , in which the 
at least one selected entitlement comprises at least one of: 

• a discount on a product; 

• a refund on a payment; 

• a provision of at least one additional entitlement; 

• a coupon; and 

• an increase in a credit balance of the vending machine. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
providing the at least one selected entitlement comprises providing a product for free 
(see Figure 6). 

Regarding claim 12, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising: 

• updating inventory data to reflect dispensed products. 

Regarding claim 1 3, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
outputting a presentation which indicates the set of entitlement options comprises: 

• determining whether to output a presentation; and 

• outputting the presentation in response to a determination to output the 
presentation. 

Regarding claim 14, Shimoda et al. disclose a method, comprising: 
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• receiving, from a customer via a vending machine (see Figure 1), a selection (4) 
of a first product that is available for dispensing by the vending machine; 

• determining, based on profit inventory management data (S13), a set of products 
that are available for dispensing by the vending machine; 

• outputting a game (S4) to the customer; 

• receiving, via the game (S5), a selection of a product from the set of products, 
thereby defining a selected product; 

• vending the selected product (S5-S7), and 

• vending the first product (S2). 

Regarding claim 1 5, Shimoda et al. disclose the method of claim 1 , in which 
receiving, via the game, a selection of a product from the set of products comprises: 

• randomly selecting (S4) a product from the set of products. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL K. COLLINS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8970. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene O. Crawford can be reached on (571 ) 272-691 1 . The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



M.K.C. 
3/26/2009 



/Gene Crawford/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3651 



